"Inaction" of the Red Army during the Warsaw Uprising of 1944 


During a discussion on Twitter about the inaction of the Red Army during the 1944 Warsaw Uprising 
(including its initial period), | was advised to study this article on wikipedia. 


https://pl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bitwa_pod_Warszaw%C4%85_1944#Bitwa_a_powstanie_warszawskie 


At once the following conclusions about the Red Army caught my eye, in particular about the 2nd Tank 
Army of the 1st Belorussian Front (2 TA) which, in the opinion of the authors of the Wikipedia article, 
could come to the aid of the uprising at the very beginning of the uprising: 


"According to Nikolai Ivanov, the defeat slowed the offensive of the 1st Belorussian Front, but to a 
lesser extent than later Soviet propaganda represented. Despite the losses sustained, the 2nd Tank 
Army did not lose its offensive capabilities." 


"According to the Soviet command's assessment, the German counterattack near Warsaw was aimed 
only at securing evacuation to the left bank of the Vistula River, not at stopping the Soviet 
offensive." 


"On August 1, the commander of the 2nd Tank Army, General Alexei Radziejewski, ordered his troops 
to go on the defensive, but it was only a tactical respite - necessary to replenish ammunition and 
fuel supplies." 


Also in Sean McMeekin's Stalin's War you can read the following: 


"At 4:10 a.m. Moscow time on August 1, about twelve hours before the uprising began, Rokossovsky 
(note: at this time the order was given not by Rokossovsky but by Radzievsky, the commandant of the 
2nd TA, i.e. the tank army, you will see below) was ordered to stand down his offensive into Praga, 
"assume a defensive posture," and await developments. The pretext for this order was a 
counteroffensive that had just been launched by four panzer divisions of Walter Model's Army Group 
Center from the northeast. After consulting with Zhukov at Stavka, Rokossovsky informed Stalin that 
his army would be ready to resume his Warsaw offensive only on August 25. It is unknown whether 
this long postponement reflected concern over Rokossovsky's flanks because of Model's armored 
counterthrust or a cynical calculation by Molotov and Stalin that it was better to let Polish patriots 
bleed themselves to death in Warsaw than aid them. Both Stavka's strategic caution and Stalin's 
calculating cruelty could have factored into the decision to postpone Rokossovsky's advance, thus 
ruling out any genuine cooperation on the ground between the AK and the nearby Red Army for at 
least four weeks" 


"At the time of the uprising, the Red Army was stationed on the other side of the river Vistula, which 
runs through the city of Warsaw. As of 2021, the question, why these troops did not take part in the 
fighting, is unclear. Historians have given several theories." 


McMeekin, Sean. Stalin's War: A New History of World War II (p. 625). Basic Books. Kindle Edition. 


What are the historical facts? From the archives from 18.07.44 to 07.08.44 the 2TA lost 53% of its 
armored units. The army acted in separation from its infantry starting from Lublin. The Luftwaffe and 
Wehrmacht attacked its lines, rear, supply routes. Soviet aviation did not cover the army despite 
numerous requests to the front command. Army communications were stretched and not reliably 
guarded. 


As a result, 3rd Tank Corps (3TC) of the Army, which was in the leading edge of the attack, was 
encircled and had to stand in a circle defense (!) like the adjacent 8th Guards Tank Corps (8G.TC). The 
Germans attacked the rear of the 3rd Tank Corps and the 8th Tank Corps, partially encircled and 
destroyed the combat orders and parts of the rear ofthe corps. 


Two-thirds of the 2nd TA units were under threat of destruction by Panzer Division (PD)"Hermann 
Goering", SS PD " Dead's Head", SS PD "Viking", and the Wehrmacht infantry divisions, of which the 
Soviet command was not aware. Simply put, the Warsaw Uprising was not a variable to be considered 
at all for the 2TA in the current situation, because it was about the very survival of the 2TA without 
the Uprising factor. 


It is unacceptable to speak of a "tactical respite" and the preservation of the "offensive potential" of 
the 2 TA. The army was disbanded, the 1st Belorussian Front lost its only mobile unit on this section 
of the front and lost its ability to conduct maneuvering offensive operations. 


It will be enough for someone to look at the reporting map of the 2TA for the combat operations from 
2.8.1944 -3.8.1944 from the central archive of the Ministry of Defense to understand the fallacy of 
what was mentioned article Wikipedia: 


But for the sake of accuracy, let's check the facts against declassified documents from the archive of 
the Russian Ministry of Defense, namely the combat operations log of the 2nd Tank Army of the 1st 
Belorussian Front. 


| will selectively translate them into English (not including the sheets about awards, descriptions of 
enemy fortifications, information about auxiliary units, etc.) to show what the only significant mobile 
force in that area did until August 8, the first 8 days of the uprising, about whose inaction the Polish 


Wikipedia says. Also, let's try to see what lies behind a few sentences in Wikipedia and Stalin's War 
book. 


The Warsaw Uprising officially began on August 1, 1944 at 5pm. Some sources say that due to 
disorganization, firing had been going on in places as early as 1:30 p.m. 


18.07.44 (15 days before the beginning of the uprising). 


On this sheet we see the combat composition of the 2TA on that date at the lines near Kovel (present- 
day Ukraine), on the eastern bank of the Bug River. The distance to the center of Warsaw in a straight 
line is about 270 km. 


(2TA consists of 3 Tank Corps (3TC), 8 Guards Tank Corps (8G.TC) and 16 Tank Corps (16TC). 


Let's remember the army's combat figures: T34x473, M4A2x140, IS2x42, MK9x10, SU85x63, 
SU76x63, SU57x19. 


A total of 810 armored units... 


(The Germans withdrew their forces behind the Bug River). 


The commander of the 1st Belorussian Front decided: to introduce the 2nd TA into the breakthrough 
after the 8 Guard Army (V.I. Chuikov) seized the bridgehead on the west bank of the Bug River. Army 
commander ordered to conduct reconnaissance up to the river Bug for presence and construction of 
crossings, etc. 


Movement was difficult, there was an accumulation of units of 8th Guard Army (8G.A) and 11th Tank 
Corps on the roads. 


(In the next days the army was preparing the crossings and by the morning of 22.07.1944 (11 before 
the uprising) were crossing the river Western Bug, and together with the 8 G.A of Chuikov was crossing 
the river. Engaging the rapidly retreating 26th and 253rd Infantry Divisions (ID) and 213rd Wehrmacht 
Guard Division, 2 TA supported by 8 G.A infantry). 


No enemy reserves are detected. The armies approach the defensive line of Lublin (153 km to the 
center of Warsaw). 


(The enemy is defeated, retreating to Lublin. Begins to apply the tactics of guerrilla warfare. The log 
describes the defensive line of the city of Lublin). 


(3TC and 8g. TC cover the city from the north-west and east of Lublin, respectively, 7 Guard Cavalry 
Corps helps 8g.TC take over Lublin. The 16TC moves to the area of Leczna (25 km northeast of Lublin). 


The Wehrmacht 26ID and 213ID are on the defensive and put-up fierce resistance, the enemy has 
increased its air action). 


Map of combat operations of the 2nd TA from 21.7 to 30.7.44. 


23.07.1944 (10 days before the uprising) 


The enemy assembled a group of 3-4 thousand men, setting it the task to hold the city of Lublin at any 
cost, thereby delaying the breakthrough of the Red Army to the Vistula River. Twelve self-propelled AT 
guns... the city's defense is commanded by Major General Moser, commandant of the Lublin "District" 


By 12 noon the enemy had failed to hold the east of Lublin but was resisting to the northwest and 
southwest. At the same time, retreating units of the 5th LID and 253rd ID entrenched 15 km west of 
the center of Lublin to prevent the bypass maneuver of the 2TA... 


Aircraft of the enemy, day and night, groups of 8-12 planes bombed the supply routes and tactical 
order of the 2TA troops, which hampered the supply of fuel and ammunition, prevented the 
maneuvering of tanks on the battlefield... 


Our aviation did not provide air cover for the army. 
Front's aviation stayed at remote airfields. 


The 3TC stormed from the north-west to Lublin and began street fighting. 8G.TC operated from the 
north and northeast... Trying to enter the city on the move with tanks alone, 8G.TC had no success. 
After persistent street battles and concentric strikes from the north, northwest, and east, the motorized 
brigade organized assault groups (individual tanks, self-propelled gins, and small groups of machine 
gunners) took the city of Lublin 


by storm... 


On 23.07.1944 the commander of the 1st Belorussian front Rokosovsky ordered to prepare for 
capturing the region of Deblin and Pulawy (on the eastern bank of the Vistula)... 


At 17:00 in Lublin the commander of the 2TA General Bogdanov was seriously wounded by automatic 
rifle fire. Chief of Army Staff General Radziejewski assumes command of the army. 


Individual pockets of resistance in Lublin are destroyed. The 8G.TC remains in Lublin for clean-up and 
being replaced by infantry... 


The 3TC and 16TC move into positions to attack Deblin and Pulawy. 


The enemy introduces the 173rd Reserve ID into combat, using self-propelled guns and aviation. Enemy 
attempts to delay the advance of the 2TA to the Vistula, simultaneously transferring rear to the rear 
bank of the Vistula. 


25.07.44 (8 days before the uprising begins) 


The enemy is trying with all his might to hold Pulawy, offering strong fire resistance. 


In the area of Deblin the enemy engaged two armoured trains. Its aircraft bombed and continuously 
assaulted corps combat orders and roads, which was a very tangible brake on the speed of action of 
the 2TA. 


At 19:00 the 3TC took Pulawy. The 16TC took Deblin. 2 TA troops came to the east bank of the Vistula 
River along the 20 km front. 8G.TC continues to defend Lublin (!) waiting for infantry of 8 G.A to 
approach. 


From the line west of Lublin the army began to fight in the gap from the infantry (!), with no securely 
defended flanks. 


Enemy aviation continued to attack our battle lines and roads. 


The army was forced to halt daytime movement along the main routes and use little convenient 
bypasses. 


26.07.44 (7 days before uprising). 


The Army was defending the former areas, and reconnaissance in the direction of Garwolin, Praga (the 
suburb of Warsaw). 8G.TC marched from Lublin to Pulawy, 16TC defended east of Demblin, 3TC came 
out of Pulawy to northeast of Pulawy... 


Enemy aircraft intensively bombed the Warsaw highway in the Curow-Ryki section. 


2TA continued to operate without air cover (!) despite the commander's insistent requests to the front 
commander. 


Army troops during the day lost up to 40 vehicles burnt and hit by enemy aviation fire. 


Measure distance 
Click on the map to add to your path 


Total distance: 91.43 km (56.81 mi) 


27.07.44 (6 days before the uprising begins) 
Triangle Deblin, Pulawy, Radom is a fortified area prepared in advance by the enemy. 


The western bank of the area of Pulawy-Deblin during the summer of 1944 was fortified by troops and 
local forces. The main forces of the Lublin group, having blown up the crossings, withdrew and fortified 
themselves on the western bank. 


Testimony of the captured commander of the 73 ID: the enemy was expecting the action of the Red 
Army in the direction to Radom and was not expecting the turn to Praga, Warsaw (!). 


Order of the Front Commander: to advance along the road in the direction of Grawolin-Praga, to take 
over Praga, capturing the crossings over the Vistula. 


Apart of the 5 LID, 26 ID and 213 GD, units of 17 ID were also detected on the west bank of the Vistula 
River. Possible release of reserves from the area of Brest, Warsaw. 


By the end of the day, the 3CT took up positions at Lopacianka 66 km from the centre of Warsaw, the 
8G.TC at Grawolin 60 km away, and the 16TC took up defensive positions on the east bank of the 
Vistula River near Deblin. 


28.07.44 (5 days before the uprising began) 


To secure the right wing of 2TA against the enemy retreating into the Warsaw area, the commander 
decided: 


The 3TC should advance in the direction of Minsk Mazovetskie and ensure the advance of the 8G.TC 
towards Praga. Be ready to repel attacks. 


8G.TC to move to Praga, destroy units of 73 ID advancing from Warsaw, enter Praga in the afternoon 
with the main forces, bypass resistance nodes. 


16TC deliver the defence of Deblin to the 8G.TC and concentrate in Pogorzel (8 km to the south from 
Minsk Mazowiecki) by 3 p.m. 28.07.44. 


Army troops led the offensive and by the end of the day came to the line of 21-00: 


The enemy in front of the 3TC front on the Kaluszyn-Barzaca line has infantry, tanks, a small amount 
of artillery and active air support. According to POWs, the enemy pulled up a PD "Hermann Goering" 
(1) on the Kaluszyn-Minsk Mazovetskie line. 


At 21-00, 3TC fought with retreating enemy. 


8 G.TC has units of German 73 ID in front of it, remnants of 26th ID, which put up a fierce stubborn 
resistance to the corps' advance. FW190 and Ju87 planes are bombarding and assaulting the corps. 8 
G.TC is at Siennica 20 km N from Garwolin, 16 TC npu6bin B pafon Lubice, 16 km NNW from Garwolin 


(Below is a breakdown ofthe army's combat composition by corps, we have the following composition 
by armored unit: 


T34x295, M4A2x38, IS2x7, MK9x5, SU85x40, SU76x49, SU57x8 
A total of 442 armoured units. 


So, the 2TA in 11 days of active combat operations, from 18.07 to 28.07 has lost 368 armoured units, 
or 45 per cent of all armored units. What kind of losses are these? It is possible that the units will be 
recovered, and the number will again be close to 800. We shall see later). 


The 2TA on approach to the Stoczek- Gawrolin line encountered increased enemy resistance. From 
the Gawrolin line and further north along the road, the pre-field of the previously prepared fortified 
area of the Warsaw Eastern Defence Arc begins. 


Click on the map to add to your path 


= Total distance: 61.41 km (38.16 mi) 
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29.07.44 (4 days before the uprising) 


As a result of strong attacks on the army positions the enemy was pushed to the northwest direction 
from the line to the west of the Kaluszyn. 


Enemy's positions, based on the previously prepared Minsk Mazovetskie defensive lines, continued 
fierce fighting in the following grouping: PD "Herman Goering" and advanced units of 5" SS PD SS 
"Viking" and 73ID with fortification units. 


Advancing our troops in the northwest direction, in the afternoon the enemy counterattacked twice: 
up to two tank companies and infantry from Minsk Mazovetskie in the direction of Mayas, up to one 
company of infantry supported by 10-15 tanks from Kaluszyn ... The counterattacks were repulsed. 


The 3TC, after unsuccessful attack of Minsk Mazovetskie from the south, bypassed it from the east, 
broke the enemy defense at Kaluszyn - Minsk Mazovetskie area and by the end of the day seized the 
region. 


8G.TC abandoned a frontal attack on enemy strongholds (bypassed Senica), seized Senica, covered 
part of its forces in the direction of Minsk Mazovetski, and developed success in the direction of 
Zhatka, Stefanovka. 


16TC after attempting to overtake Kotbiel... maneuvered to the left, west from the Warsaw road and 
entered the area of Rudka, Mlenda. The corps captured the commander of the 73 ID together with his 
personal staff. 


5 Separate Motorcycle Regiment takes the defense... south of Maidan. 


30.07.44 (3 days before the uprising) 


During 30.07 enemy with units of PD "Hermann Göring" continued to hold - Minsk Mazovetskie. Inthe 
first half of the day on the left flank of 2TA the enemy was knocked out of Kotbiel...The enemy tried 
to restore its position afterwards... 


31.07.44 (two days before the uprising) 


By 0800 the enemy was driven out of - Minsk Mazovetskie. In the first half of the day ... enemy 
repeatedly attacked from Sitka area - 25 tanks, Zwierzyniec - 15 tanks, and on the Zhurawa-Zbytki 
area by units of 73 PD, 27t Tank Regiment, 19th Panzer Division and 5th Guard Regiment. 


All enemy attacks were repulsed. 


(Before it) at 0500 the commander of the 2TA gave the order: 


3TC strike from the north, 16TC strike from the south and east by 1200 to take possession of Praga. 
Completely close the exits from Warsaw to the right bank of the Vistula River. 


8G.TC - to remain in the area: Piechöwka, Wola Grzybowska...to ensure the actions of 3TC and 16TC 
from the east and north-east..... 


Fulfilling the commander's order, the 3TC and 16TC were unsuccessful in their attempt to continue 
the offensive. 


At 1200 the commander ordered the troops: 
3TC...to join with units of 8G.TC, leaving cover to support itself from the north-east. 


8G.TC - ...firmly hold the line Zelenka, Okunev, ...to secure the actions of the 3TC and 16TC from the 
north-east... 


16TC to reach the line of Jelsneröw, Witolin...take measures to seize the bridges leading to the west 
bank of the Vistula River from Kmionek and Cossack Kemp.... 


On 31.07.44 enemy's units of the 73 ID, PD "Herman Goering", part of the SS PD "Dead’s Head", 19 
PD, part of the SS PD "Viking", 6th Warsaw Guard Regiment, based on the Warsaw fortified area, 
stopped the advance of the 2 TA units at: Czarna Struga, Marki, Okuniew, Ciechöwka, Zbytki. 


(Most likely it was at this part of the day that General Komarowski received a false report that Soviet 
tanks had broken into Warsaw and, without confirming this fact, hurriedly scheduled the uprising 
for 5:00 p.m. the next day.) 


In the morning the 2nd TA with its main forces approached the Warsaw fortified area of the enemy. 
Power reconnaissance established: full trenches, pillboxes, bunkers, artillery of large caliber. 


Enemy aircraft continuously attached on combat positions of formations and units of the army, 
controlling the ways of supply. Rears and supply routes of the army remain open for the retreating in 
the western direction of the Brest grouping of the enemy... 


(Here is a description of the Warsaw fortified area, 3 to 6 rows of wire entrenchments, ditches 6-10 
meters wide and 2-3 meters deep, filled with water, parallel lines of bunkers and mines, by the end of 
June 44, in the Prague fortified area up to 140 bunkers and pillboxes, of which 50 were artillery units) 


(From the questioning of the commander of the 73rd Army, the analysis of 25.07.44-30.07.44) 


Command of the 9th German army...in the evening of 25.07.44 ordered the commander of the 73 ID 
..not to let the Russians to Warsaw. On the morning of 26.07.44 the 73 ID moved to the region... The 
division was crushed, up to 50% were killed or taken prisoner. On 28.07.44 the remnants of the 73 ID 
withdrew in disarray towards Warsaw, in order to take the defence in the specified area. 29.07.44 and 
30.07.44 27 Panzer Regiment of 19 Panzer Division moved forward and attacked along Warsaw 
highway at Garwolin. All enemy attempts to push 2TA units southeastward were unsuccessful. 


Report map of the general situation on 1 BelF as of 1.8.44.. 


01.08.44 (Day of Uprising) 


The enemy detected a threat from the south of our large tank grouping against Praga and Warsaw, 
took urgent measures to organize the defence of the Warsaw fortification area and reinforced that 
area with new units, including tank units. 


By 1 August, the 2TA found itself facing a strong tank grouping from the north, northeast, northwest, 
and west. Faced with the Warsaw defense junction, the 2TA slowed its advance, and the conditions of 
the area to the west - a large water barrier on the Vistula River - were difficult to overcome. Vistula 
and large enemy groups from the east, north and west deprived the army of the opportunity to 
maneuver to the flanks and rear of the enemy. 


Army communications were very stretched and not reliably guarded. 


The commander made the decision: "The army to form a fist and, temporarily, until the infantry 
arrives, switch to a circular defence, firmly holding the routes and approaches to Warsaw from the 
north-east". 


At 04:10 the commander of 2TA gave the following combat order: 


"The enemy with the units of the 73 ID, PD "Herman Goering", SS PD "Dead’s Head", 5th SS PD 
"Viking", 19th PD and 6th Guard Regiment, based on the Warsaw stronghold, renders persistent 


resistance to the advance of the 2TA on the following lines: Yablonna, Czarna Struga, Marki, 
Okuniew, Ciechöwka, Zbytki. 


2 TA passes to the defense... 
The 3TC with 220 Engineer Battalion occupies the circular defense... 


8G.TC takes up all-round defense...with one reinforced motorized rifle battalion intercept a road 
junction near Stary Rembertöw, the border on the left - the highway Minsk Mazowiecki Warsaw 


16 TC... defence". 


During August 1, the enemy, relying on the Warsaw fortified area, continued to attack in small 
groups of tanks and infantry... Up to a battalion of infantry with 20 tanks...simultaneously, units of 
the 5th SS PD "Viking" from the area of Stanistawów tried to conduct an offensive... All the 
attacks during the day were repulsed with heavy losses for the enemy... 


At 20:00 the commander gave the following order: "examination of the organization of defence in 
the army compounds revealed the existence of gaps between the corps, the absence of support of 
their communications. 


The presence of these shortcomings, especially in the 3TC and 8G.TC allowed the enemy to cut in at 
the junction of these corps and affect their rear ..... 


02.08.44 (2-0 QeHb BoccTaHna) 


Report map of the 2TA for the period of combat operations from 2.8.1944 to 3.8.1944. 
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During 02.08.44 enemy's units of 3th SS PD "Dead's Head", 5th SS PD "Viking", PD "Hermann Herring" 
continued attacking with 15-30 tanks with infantry from areas: Stanistawöw 10-15 tanks with infantry, 
forest north of Radzymin 15-20 tanks with infantry, Czarna Struga 20-25 tanks with machine guns, 
Marki 10-15 tanks. 


As a result of stubborn fighting, at the cost of heavy losses, by the end of the day the enemy captured 
Radzymin and Nadma. 


The enemy concentrated its main efforts against 8 G.TC, which attacked continuously in groups of 20- 
30 tanks. 


3TC near Radzymin ... during the day it repulsed tank and infantry attacks from the north and 
northwest... In order to make the defense more convenient, by the end of August 2 the (3TC) 
withdrew its units... 


The 8G.TC with the main forces was defending the former position. 


The 16TC is defending the line... south of Zbytki... Minsk Mazovetskie 


August 3 (3rd day of uprising) 


By the morning of 03.08.44 enemy had finished the concentration of forces of five panzer divisions 
against the troops of the 2TA having two PDs against three TCs. 


In the first half of the day the enemy launched a general offensive from the east, north and west in 
the direction of Volmin: 30-40 tanks from Tluszcz, 50-60 tanks Radzymin and Marki, 25-30 tanks 
Zielenka. 


As a result of the battle, by the end of the day the enemy came to the line: Lipinki, Wolomin, Ossów.... 
All further attempts of the enemy to break through to the south-east had no success. All in all, 12 
attacks were recorded during the day, with a total of 180-200 tanks, with powerful artillery support, 
especially from the Warsaw Artillery Range, Radzymiñ and Struga.... 


3TC, under heavy tank attacks by superior enemy forces, suffered heavy losses from tanks and infantry 
attacking from four directions. 


After the losses in the second half of the day, the 3TC was forced to withdraw from the battle, 
consistently retreating to the line Wolomin - Kobylka..... 


The enemy managed to cut in and disrupt the corps' system of defense and combat orders, thereby 
creating a difficult situation for defensive combat on the right flank of the army as a whole. With 
the superior number of forces the enemy broke the corps' defenses and went to the region of 
Lipinka, Wolomin, and Ossuz. Particularly heavy losses were sustained by the artillery fire of the 
50th and 51st Tank Brigades... 


The commander's decisions: 


"With all available means, stop the enemy takings, not allowing them to spread from the Wolomin 
area to the south and from the Stanistawów area to Okuniew. 


Take 3TC out of harm's way, for which purpose take 3TC behind the Czarna River and join the right 
flank of the 8G.TC...". 


04.08.44 (4th day of uprising) 


Report Card of the 2nd TA for the period of operations from August 4 to 8, 1944 


During 04.08 enemy with units of 5th SS PD "Viking", 3th SS PD "Dead Head" on Michalow-Majdan 
section, in the first half of the day, many times attacked with company-battalion of infantry supported 
by 10-15 tanks...PD "Hermann Goering" tried to lead the attack from forest west from Okuniew... as a 
result of fierce fighting the enemy succeeded in capturing Zabranets Stary, while in other areas the 
attacks were repulsed. 


By the end of the 3.08,1944 and by the morning of 4.08.1944 an offensive of enemy's tanks and 
infantry was stopped... Enemy suffered significant losses in manpower and tanks, reducing further the 
intensity of his attacks and passed to the defence.... 


The 4-Augusts of the Comfront of the 1-Belarusian Front ordered: "2TA to surrender the occupied 
defense areas to the 47th Army and the 2nd Guard Cavalry Corps. 


In the future be ready for an attack on Stanistawow and Lochöw. 


05.08.44 (5th day of uprising) 


In the afternoon enemy's forces 5th SS PD "Viking", 3th SS PD "Dead’s Head" and a part of PD "Herman 
Goering" repeatedly attacked with 10-15 tanks and infantry: a company of infantry and 10 tanks in 
Michalow, 20-25 tanks and infantry in Krutka-Malkuv, 30 tanks and infantry in Lesinkowsna, 10-15 
tanks in Okuniew. All attacks were repulsed, 50 enemy tanks were shot down and burned... 


Conclusions: 


During 31.07.44-02.08.44 the enemy concentrated 5 PDs in the vicinity of 2TA in order to defeat the 
2TA and to eliminate the danger of the 2TA reaching Warsaw, as well as to release its most 
important communications (this was the real task of the German command). 


During 2,3,4 and 5.08.44 large forces of tanks and infantry from the north-east, north, north-west 
and west along the open flanks of 2TA the enemy tried to clear completely the railroad and the 
highway Biatystok-Warsaw, then expanding south to take over Okuniew Ciechöwka, thereby to 
clear the highway and the railroad Brest-Warsaw. 


The 3TC and 8G.TC skillfully maneuvered and bypassed the enemy resistance nodes and managed to 
accomplish the task. 


The 3rd TC successfully, taking full advantage of all opportunities to maneuver, boldly went to the most 
important enemy communications and ensured the overall success of the army. 


06.08.44 (sixth day ofthe uprising) 


Enemy units of 5th SS PD "Viking", 3rd SS PD "Dead’s Head", 4th PD, PD "Herman Goering", 19 PD, 
73rd ID and 6th GR during the day defended the former line, improving it in engineer field. 


Enemy aviation in pairs and single planes reconnaissance of the front line and rear of the 2TA. 
The troops of the 2TA during 24 hours with the main forces defended the former lines. 


16 TC surrendered battle areas to the 47th Army for further concentration in the area to the west and 
east of Minsk Mazovetskie... 


3TC - defended the former line 


8G.TC - defended the former line 


07.08.44 (7th day of uprising) 


During 7.08.1944 the 2TA part of its forces occupied the defence at the former line, the main forces 
having surrendered to the combat positions of the 47th Army and the 2nd Guards Cavalry Corps 
concentrated in Minsk Mazovetskie area... 


During the day the corps and corps units were engaged in equipping the areas where they were 
stationed and putting their materiel and weapons in order... 


The Army has in service: 
T34x212, M4A2x58, IS2x22, MK9x7, SU85x27, SU76x35, SU57x13. 


A total of 376 armored units. 


(Bottom line: 


21 days earlier, as of late 07/18/44 134x473, M4A2x140, IS2x42, MK9x10, SU85x63, SU76x63, 
SU57x19. 


A total of 810 armored units. 
During 21 days of fighting the 2nd TA was short 434 armored units, or 53% of its armored units. 


Of these, since 22.07.44 243 are irrecoverably lost, 73 are recoverable, and 118 were either lost before 
22.07.44, or their fate at the time was unknown. They had disappeared from the corps's combat 
strength. 


Personnel losses amounted to 4,484, of which 1,632 were killed and 1,632 were missing, 2,852 were 
wounded. 


The 1st Belorussian front was left practically without mobile units and was deprived of the chance of 
maneuver offensive. 


Below is a sheet from the combat operations log of the 8th Gu Army: 


After the counterstroke at Radzymin, the 3TC was withdrawn to Minsk Mazovetskie for rest and 
reinforcement, and the 16TC and 8TC were transferred to the beachhead at Magnuszewski, under the 
8th Guards Army, 60 km south of Warsaw, where they were opposed by the same divisions, PD 
"Hermann Goering" and the 19th PD, as at Radzymin.) 


Let me repeat: The data of the authors of the Polish Wikipedia article concerning the actions of the 
2TA are incorrect. It is unacceptable to speak of a "tactical respite" and the preservation of the 
"offensive potential" of the 2TA. The army operated under the extremely disadvantageous conditions 
described above, but avoided annihilation. 


Speaking about the argument of the author of War Stalin we can say with all certainty, the order to go 
to the defense on 1 August 1944 was dictated by the situation on the front. Without the transition to 
defense, the 2TA would have been destroyed by the enemy. And the situation on the front was not a 
pretext (a rather manipulative word from the author), but a reason to go on the defensive. 


There was no other option than defense or full retreat. 


Having thwarted the Red Army's offensive momentum, the Germans were able to continue the 
development of the Warsaw Fortified Zone and moved on to effective defense of the city, while the 
Red Army, having significantly damaged its only mobile unit, was unable to take Warsaw from the 
move. 


The fact that General Komarowski, the leader of the uprising, took unsuccessful attempt to break 
towards Praga of the 3TC as a successful start of storm of Warsaw and started the uprising without 
having tried to confirm these data either with the British or through them with the USSR, simply speaks 
of his strategic miscalculation. Mikolajczyk (Chairman of the Polish Government in exile) arrived in 
Moscow on July 30 and August 3 amd 9 he met with Stalin (the author of Stalin's War erroneously 
writes that Mikolajczyk met with Stalin on July 31, the day before the uprising and told him about the 
uprising), but about that in the next topic. 


